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Vocational education and training in China : The Background
and Current Issues

LAN Xin, Sakae SUNADA

Abstract

Since the introduction of free-market economy, China has been experiencing spectacular
growth in industry. The rate of the growth is so much that now the country is often referred
to as the "factory of the world". Whilst the phenomenon is generally explained by its vast
resource of cheap labor, it is worth noting that, behind this remarkable growth, there exist
the Chinese Government's strong policies in nationwide vocational education and training.

This paper reviews the historical background of China's vocational education and training by
dividing the time between 1949 when Mao Ze-dong came into power and the present day into
four periods:

1) Formative period (1949-1957),

2) Developing period (1958-1965),

3) Declining period (1966-1977),

4) Re-establishing period (1978 onward).

Then the paper showed there exist political, economic, cultural and systematic factors in the
background that the importance of China's vocational education and training is realized again.

This experiment of China's vocational education and training will give many useful

information and suggestions to review Japan's own vocational education and training system.
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