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The Theories of the Formation and the End of the Modern
School System
— A Comparative Study of the Formation of the

Jépanese and the American Modern School System —

The author e¢f the paper fo?mulates a hypotheéis that a
modern school system is led and organized by two differ~
ent theories.

One is a verticél and manifest theory. It is shown in
the various reform plans.of school system which were pre-
sented at the formative period of modern states, for ex~
amples ; the various plans presented by American reformers
at the formative period of American Republic, led and re-
presentated by the Thomas Jeffersons "Bill for thé More

General Diffusion of Knowledge of 1779, very many plans

of French revolutionists represented by Condoarcet's

“Rapport et Project de Decret sur 1 organisation general
de 1 Instruction publique” of 1792, and the "Gakﬁéei", the
first Japanese nation-wide educational ordinance of 1872.
The common characteristics of these plans are to organize
a pyramid type of ladder school system to build a republic
led by the idea of “natural aristocracy denying the dual
school systems which were supported in the traditional feu—
dalistic class societiess The plans teqded to put more
emphasis on the education of leaders who are to be suppli-
ed through the-pyramid.type of ladder school system than
on the education of common people, even though the pyramid.

should be based on *he common school system.
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The other is a horizontal and latent theory-
It is developed in the process of the formation of the pri~
mary or the common school system, which is the base of the
pyramid type of ladder school system. In other words, with-
out the second theory, that is, the horizontal, egali-
tarian and latent theory, the pyramid is not to be based 3,
and naturally, the whole system is not to be realized. The
b lueprint of the pyramid type of the modern school system
which is drawn by the first theory comes into exisfence,
when the first theory i3 partially denied or modified by
the second.- This mechanism of the formation of the modern
school system means that the p&ramid type of ladder school
system comes into temporal existence only, and is destin-
ed to the end.

In the United States, the first vertical theory which

was politically supported by the Jeffersonian republicanism,

or the natural aristocracism, was overcome by the second
horizontal theory.which was supported by the Jacksonian
democracy , liberalism or egalitalianism, and the pyramid
type of ladder school system was based. Thus, the mecha-
nism was set. And it destined the modern pyramid type
of ladder school system to the end.

In Japan, the first vertical theory which was presented
by the “Gakusei” was denied by Fujimaro Tanaka, who scemed
to be iﬁfluenced by the second theory in the United States.
But both of the first and the second theories in Japan seem
to have quite different characteristics from those of

the theories in the United States. The aim of this paper



is 10 clarify the different characteristics of the theo—

ries in the both countries.

The outline of the paper is as follows 4

Preface. The Aims and the Method of the Study

T. The Blueprints to organize the Modern School Systeﬁ in
Japan énd in the United States — the " Gakusei ,or the
first nation-wide Educational Ordinance of 1872 in Ja-
pan and the Jeffersons “Bill for the More General Dif-
fusion of Knowledge” of 1779 in the United States —

II. The Theories of the Formation of the Modern Schéol Sys-—
ténlvin the United States '; the Overcome of the Je f-
fersonian Republicanism (the vertical theory iﬁ thé for=
mation of the American Modern School System ) by the
Jacksonian Liberalism or Egalitariaynism (the horizontal
theories in the formation of the American Modern School
System ) —

I, The Theories of the Formation of the Modern School Sys~-
tem in Japan

»

1) The Characteristics of the “"Gakusei” and Verbeck,
“Mori and Murray ( the vertical theory in the formation
of ‘the Modern School System in Japén )
2) The Denial of the “"Gakusei’ by Tanaka and the Jack-

sonian Liberalism ( quest for the horizontal theory in

the formation of the Modern School System in Japan)



